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History & Purpose
The Dublin City Council Arts Office operates an annual programme of Arts
Bursaries. The Bursary Award started in 2006. The goal of this awards is to
facilitate artistic development through research, education, mentorships,
residencies and other programmes.
A total amount of €75,000 euro has been provided in the 2021 annual budget
for this purpose. Bursaries were communicated by open call, along with annual
arts grants with public advertisement in a National newspaper and on-line. A
total of 76 applications were received. A budget of €75,000 euro was provided
in 2021, a 200% increase on the previous years budget.

LOCATION OF RECIPIENTS'

Bursary Awards 20-21
The DCC bursary award supported 17 artists from various artforms, and
neighborhoods to pursue professional development opportunities.

BREAKDOWN OF RECIPIENTS'
ARTFORM

BREAKDOWN OF RECIPIENTS'
BURSARY PROGRAMME

Research Findings
To further measure impact and get feedback on how to make the award process
more accessible to the artists, the DCC Arts Office conducted interviews with
the recipients of the award (16 out of 17 responded). The main findings were:

ALL
THE PARTICIPANTS

stated that they expect the bursary to
have a significant impact on their career
and benefit them short-term and long-term
in their practice development.

...DUE TOand
67%
PRACTICE
DEVELOPMENT

From these 30%, related their decision
to focus on their artistic development
with Covid-19 pandemic restrictions.

87%
OF THE ARTISTS

stated that the bursary helped them
develop professional relationships.

Research Findings
The main benefits the artists had seen or expected to see were: development of
skills/ practice in their discipline, learning and being mentored by professionals,
developing professional relationships, recognition/validation and enhancement
of existing work.

ALL
THE PARTICIPANTS

stated that the bursary was a decisive
factor to pursue a professional
development programme.

56%
OF THE ARTISTS

stated that the bursary has opened up
new opportunities and 31% that they
are expecting to do so in the future.

94%
FOUND THE PROCESS
STRAIGHTFORWARD

clear and found the submittable
platform helpful.

71%
OF THE ARTISTS

stated that they could not have
afforded to focus on their practice and
take on a programme without the
bursary.

Research Findings
All artists identify a connection with Dublin City Council, in terms that they live in its
area of jurisdiction and they are aware of the Arts Office impact. The main reasons for
applying for a DCC Bursary Award by number of answers :
Appreciate the work of DCC and its support to artists
Living in Dublin
Received DCC grant before
Worked with DCC before
Discovered on Twitter
Narrower competition
Worked with other organisations and aware of DCC grant
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Bursary Awards 20-21
The Arts Office and all at Dublin City Council would like to thank all bursary recipients
for participating in our research, and we commit to take their feedback into account
and to keep supporting the arts in Dublin City.
We are pleased to showcase our Bursary Award 2021 recipients.
We would also ike to thank all the artists that applied for the award, and our
assessors .
The arts are a unique and fundamental part of Dublin’s identity, and we strive to
ensure that the arts remain a vital part of living in, working in and visiting the capital
city.

