
Frequently Asked Questions – Bursary Awards 2024 
 
What makes an application ineligible? 
Applicants must be residents in the Dublin City Council administrative area.  
 
Applications for the purchase of equipment, marketing, administration costs and utilities are not eligible.  
 
Named professional artists, mentors, supporting organisations must be evidenced in the proposal and joint 
artistic objectives must be clearly articulated. 
 
Appropriate budgets and relevant supporting documentation must be included.  
 

 
Do I live in the DCC Administrative Area? 
If in doubt, please email us on artsoffice@dublincity.ie  
 
Can I apply for both project and bursary awards? 
Yes, but to be clear on what you are applying for. Bursary awards are for the development 
of your artistic practice whereas project awards have a very clear expectation of the 
creation of new work and its presentation to an audience and the public in Dublin.   
 
Is there any estimate on how many artists in all categories are likely to apply? 
We don't ask people to pre-register so we don't know how many applicants to expect. 
 
Can I apply if I am in college? 
You can apply if you are in or intending to go on a post graduate level course. 
If you are applying for a course, we need to know you have a provisional offer to attend. 
A letter of acceptance for a course or residency or a provisional offer is best as it is a 
competitive process. 
 
Will the bursary cover the cost of a course being undertaken at the time of the application, 
but which the artist may not be in a position to complete because of shortage of funds? 
 
In terms of competitiveness, it can be harder to make a compelling argument of how this 
bursary will change your development if you are already doing the course it, but it's not 
impossible. 
 
Is a mentorship allowable for a bursary?  
Yes 
 
Can I build a period of mentorship with various mentors (so the costs would be mainly made 
of their individual fees) as opposed to attending a specific course with a single course fee? 
Yes, you can build your own mentorship programme with various mentors. 
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Would we need to have a mentor identified, do they need to submit documentation as 
well? 
 
Yes, the assessor will need to know that the mentor has the experience appropriate to 
support you. A CV or biog or letter of support from your proposed mentor helps show 
you've asked them,  and also helps show your plan is feasible. 
 
Would the bursary include purchase of equipment eg camera, production costs? 
Purchase of equipment costs are not eligible.  
 
What do you mean by the term action research? 
Action research can be setting out a plan of action in which you will learn something new 
about your practice.  But this is not set within formal education.  Explaining why this is 
important to the development of your practice right now is helpful for making a good case 
for this approach.   
 
Can you give some examples of what capacity building might be for an individual artist? 
Capacity building is the process by which individuals improve skills, knowledge, and other 
resources needed to do your practice competently. Explaining why this is important to the 
development of your practice right now is helpful for making a good case for this approach.  
 
 
Would renting a studio space be an example of capacity building? 
Yes you can rent a studio if that is the most useful thing to support your work at this time. 
 
Would writing a screenplay at a residency for 3 weeks be covered by the bursary?  
Yes a residency with a plan for making work over that time is describing your learning 
journey.  
 
Can the proposed residency be outside dcc area (say Germany)? 
Yes the residency or course can take place elsewhere.  Considering how you may bring that 
learning back to Dublin is valuable to express to assessors as it is a Dublin City Council 
award.  
 
Can you give more detail on what the budget should include in relation to 'buying time' 
living costs? 
The budget for living costs should be allocated in proportion the intended costs of the 
bursary overall.  This bursary is not fully for your living costs. Your time and/or a portion of 
your time, to make your proposal happen, should be costed out.   
 
Could you explain a bit about what sort of details u are looking for under estimated income? 
Income could be a scholarship, support from another funder, earned income, in-kind 
support from a venue or organisation.  
 
Are there recommended guidelines re calculating artist fees as part of the budget? 
Often resource organisations like VAI or Theatre Forum or Dance Ireland can suggest 
industry standards for payment related to experience. 



 
How many supporting samples of work should I include?  
Put in maximum five examples of your work, however, think about it from the assessment 
perspective, do not put in a lot of documentation expecting the assessor to find the best 
one.  Put in examples of practice and clearly label what they are for the assessor.  
 
Can we attach a timeline as an additional document if it exceeds the 500 words under 
"Feasibility"? 
Yes, you can attach a timeline and budget breakdown in supporting documents.  
 
 
 


